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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) 


This house has a five-bay facade with a central entry. Windows are 
fitted with 2-over-2 sash. Entry details are sided; the paneled 

wood ‘docr is later. On the left elevation is a framed-in rear porch 
and a rectangular attic light. The right elevation has a paired attic 
window with 2-over-1l sash. Cornice detailing is sided. To the rear 
is a one-story cross-gable extension and a modern garage addition. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


Despite extensive siding and alterations, this house is significant as 
a surviving example of an 18th-century central chimney house. An 
adaptation of traditional English building techniques to a harsh cli- 
mate rich in stone, timber, and firewood, the central chimney house was 
the predominant domestic building type in 18th-century New England. 

The large central chimney, generally constructed of stone below the 
roofline, functioned as an enormous thermal mass. Once warmed, its tons 
of rock could store and release heat for hours. It remained popular in 
relatively isolated areas such as Berlin until about 1800. Typical 
18th-century features present here include the symmetrical five-bay 
facade and the parallel-ridge orientation. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Although little could be discovered about the early history of this 
house, it is significant as part of’ the large assemblage of 18th and 
early-19th-century houses on Worthington Ridge. 


